Sylla.                               61
and purple, with the colors so ill-mixed that his face was compared to a mulberry sprinkled with flour Ambition he appealed to have none, and when he exerted himself to be appointed Quaestor to Manus on the Afucan expedition, Harms was disinclined to take him as having no recommendation beyond qualifications which the consul of the plebeians disdained and disliked
Manus, however, soon discovered his mistake Beneath his constitutional indolence, Sylla*was by nature a soldier, a statesman, a diplomatist He had been too contemptuous of the common objects of politicians to concern himself with the intrigues of the Forum, but he had only to exert himself to nse with easy ascendency to the command of every situation in which he might be placed He had entered with military instinct into Manna's reform of the army, and became the most active and useful of his officers. He endeared himself to the legionanes by a tolerance of vices which did not interfere with discipline; and to Sylla's combined adroitness and courage Manus owed the final captuie of Jugurtha
Whether Marius became jealous of Sylla on this occasion must be decided by those who, while they have no better information than others as to the actions of men, possess, or claim to possess, the most intimate acquaintance with their motives They again served together, however, against the Northern invaders, and Sylla a second time lent efficient help to give Manus victory. Like Manus, he had no turn for platform oratory, and little interest in election contests and intrigues For eight yeais he kept aloof fiom politics, and his name and that of his rival were alike for all that time almost unheard of He